zﬁ@a@ Giving of the Spirit

% s ﬁ: with our prayers, our presence,
our gifts and our service ..

As stewards of God’s gifts the members and leadership of CCUMC have been revitalizing our congregation
and our ministry gradually over the past few years through many independent groups and efforts; the Green
Team, the Sandwich Brigade, the Christian Caregivers, Caring Casseroles, Tuesday morning Bible study, a
vibrant UMW spanning all our generations, our music programs and much more. But we need to pull it all
together and there are many things we need to do better. We must work at reaching out to our shut-ins,
reviving the programs for our children and youth and, yes, creating a unified community within our church.

To that end we have a new and exciting committee devoted to stewardship. Our conceptis that stewardship
is not only annual fund raising and pledges, but contribution of faith, time, talents, prayer, service and, of
course, finances. Joining me so far are Kelli Boyd, Nancy Moore, Sue Clasen and Linda Worthington with
participation from Grey Emmons and Carol Powell, but we want your help too! Whether you have ideas to
contribute (just jotthem down and leave them in the Stewardship mailbox,) or can join the committee and help
us pull things together, just say so and you'll have the opportunity to make your voice heard.

The Stewardship Committee’s goals are to address stewardship in all its facets throughout the year, not just
as aconcentrated campaign for pledges; and to expand the concept of stewardship beyond finances to overall
stewardship of our Christian gifts and sharing them within our own church community and in outreach
missions here at home and abroad. The ideas are already flowing, including:

. Stewardship classes and Bible study.

. Seminars on financial management, retirement and planned giving.

. Monthly opportunities to get involved in missions.

. Highlighting and introducing missions and activities during fellowship.

We hope to make CCUMC an even better place to invest your time, your talent and your money. In Matthew
25, “The Parable of the Talents” ...

“Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted his
property to them. To one he gave five talents of money, to another two talents, and to
another one talent, each according to his ability. Then he went on his journey. The man who
had received the five talents went at once and put his money to work and gained five more.
So, also, the one with the two talents gained two more. But the man who had received the
one talent went off, dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’'s money.”

If you remember the end of this story, the master was not happy with the man to whom he gave one talent.
| kept trying to understand what God may have been trying to teach me through this parable. The first two
men got a 100% return on their investment - what a great investment goal! | realized, though, that the last
man did not invest because he was afraid.

My goal is to open up investment opportunities to all of us without fear. | hope that as we move forward we
can all be excited about the outcome of ourinvestments. Please investin our future by joining our committee,
by contributing whatever your gifts may be and by your prayers. All are welcome at our next meeting on May
8" and we hope to see many new investors in the future of CCUMC!

~ Patricia Hammar ~
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